commences each entry in place of the somewhat haphazard arrange-
ment hitherto adopted, The pronunciation of difficult names is
indicated, using the simplified phonetic system detailed on p. xil
Bibliographical notes giving useful suggestions for further reading
appear at the end of most articles. The supplementary index, now
extended from 10 to 35 pages, will be an invaluable aid for devotees
of qui/ games and crosswords, for settling arguments* or for the idle
pursuit of general knowledge,
Finally we wish to express our grateful thanks to all who have
assisted in the compilation of this work, among them acknowledged
experts in many fields, who have contributed articles or supplied
information, members of university staffs, librarians, colleagues on
the editorial stuff of W.& R, Chambers I, Id. and others, We luivespent
much time in checking the accuracy of our information, but among
so many thousands of facts a few mistakes must lurk undetected.
We shall therefore be glad (if at the same time sorry) to have any
errors reported to us for correction in future editions,
J. O. THORNK
, 1961